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.· . ". ·:~ ·Jif TrXf~"-c!eek· ·qrl9gm_it~~ 
No ~-·i, s\ll"e wbUe ·Um- poisOn: ~-fr~nn."~"ruled.that llie autharliy·had- OOt. co~Jllid 

2nd nO one knows, how to> get. rid of it. but the .. quately With. the state Departmeot;.Of.;Em 
situation. is so bad um. the best solutiOn seem5. · .. mental Protection or· the- Hackensaclc-Me.2 
to be covering the entire marsh with a nylon !.in- 'lantls : Development. CommiSsion., ·N~tnaI: 

' 
·:sy JOHN WALCO'IT';k{:-

i " ~ WfttK ·~: . 

. er and: starting all over again. · environmental hearing~ arid·wtien.il 
· · ed after 25 days the D~ and the HMDC.oa 

i Along the eastern shote'· of Berry's Creek in 

I
, East Rutherford,' between Paterson Plank Road 

2r.d Rcut:;! 3, therids a ti.J:ial marsh.. It covers 
. . .:li::out l dO 3C~~s ami it lcroks like every" other salt 

marsh ii1 l:-.e Haelu?ri.sack :·,!e<!dows; a brig.Ct ·":' 
:i g~en sea of tawe:-?~g reeds c:-iss~rossed by a 

h:J.p!:azard netwo~ of murky creek;) and ditches. 

AccideJllal £indiJ1g · the Sports Authority to restore J..30.:acres.c 
Berry's Crec..k marsh. The macm.~ itwas tbll 
'would make.an. icieal.environmeataledm: 

. .Dp,,;. ~"'" Be~""'1'.it'-"""' m· r-h , ... - •"'-~ail" . ~ - • ··:_>..:- ... ·.. T ":'" ~~ ... d .J ~- ... .;) J..Oi.. iJ.AC ~e 
· ct1-:e:s. : or a nu.~::er ef years now - no cne 
• • h I . 
"''ows ,;:-::::cliy ,qw ma.iv - it h:u been soaking 
U;J p•Jt50r:Ci.l:J me~~.:ry ,.frnm ~ne cree.~ like a 
spon~'!. T!:e ma;&"'"Sh's bracltish water now con-· 
tains ~n t:rr.es t!-.e ;-:orm:tl u1r:ount of. mercurJ, 

. , ::lnd t':1e ?•)\:;on hils-seUletl rJ:r:!e f~t or more into. 
il t~e mua' :;n :.~e ~ti.om. faol.;gi::;cs believe-it cl.so 
~ ! has wo!'i>ed. its. ·33y inw. tile ola.'lts. 3Ild :mimals 
Lt .. 23.t b~'e· ;_'1 the:~rsil. · 

Of course, pollutio.ci:is anything but rare in 
· the meadows, which have been iittle more than 
an open sewer for decaries. Ir.deed, the plight of 
the Berry's Cree.~ ma."Sh probably wouid have 
gene unnoticed if the New Je.rse.v Soorts a.'°"d Ex4 

• 

PQsition Authority had. not maw; p~ to build a 
football. stadiwn. and racetradt next door: ..... 

·The authority's plans, nat:.ir:illy. became a 
lightning rod for environmentalists, who wanted 
to ~roted the last big chunk of. open space in the 
!!la'iJpolilan area. The debate ca.me. to a head in · 
February 1972, when. tile st.ate Supreme Court 

·center. ' · ._ 
· . That much, at Ieast, was true...- The Soart 
thority and its environ."'Uental ccnsultmts. 
~kCormick. anu Associates of Devon.. Pa 
ceivetl an irmned.iate - and dis~_;. 
ronmental.. education. . , · 

.~he bad· news 

Conditions in the ma.~ · tne;{ ~1 
See ME~. Page A-4:~ ,_ 
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